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									Are you wondering if it is possible to translate scanned PDF files? Do you have a hard time finding an effective method for doing so? Well, that’s not a big surprise. After all, it isn’t straightforward.

There are several problems that people often encounter every time they try to translate a scanned PDF.

For starters, only a few translation software programs can be used to translate scanned PDF files. Yes, they exist, yet there are not many of them.

Before anything else, you have to determine how to make the PDF file readable by the platform. After figuring this out, it is about trying to find ways to have the file translated as accurately.

There are two factors to figure out how to translate scanned PDF files.

You would want to retain the original formatting as much as you can so you don’t have to reformat the entire document afterward. It includes keeping the placement of the image, font properties, line breaks, image placement, line breaks, and others.

1. Identify the Type of Scanned PDF File You Want to Translate



The very first step translate a scanned PDF file correctly and still retain the formatting is to know the specific type of PDF file that you want to convert.

In case you don’t know, there are two main types of PDFs, and the specific type of the scanned file you have matters in more ways than one.

Text PDFs and image PDFs are the two types of PDFs that are being used today. The particular type of PDF you got will have a direct impact on the quality of translation.

When you know the PDF file type you have, you can be sure that you take the necessary steps before conversion to get a well-formatted and accurate translation as much as possible. Doing so can help you save money and time in the long run.

2. How do you check the type of PDF that you have? | Translate PDFs Files Online

The fastest way of checking if you have a text-based or image-based PDF is to click and hold the trackpad or mouse as you drag it over the file.

If a text cursor shows up and you can highlight the text, you only have a text PDF file. In such cases, there are no necessary steps for preparation you need to take before you run this through the translation software.

If a cross shows up while dragging your trackpad or mouse, it means that the file is an image PDF.

3. Apply OCR to Scanned Document | Translate PDFs Files Online

Just as machine translation won’t give you accurate translation, like how human translation can, scanned files in image format will never be translated as correct as other kinds of documents.

It is because when a document is scanned to convert it into PDF, it usually scans in as an image, making the text unreadable as is.

The use of OCR or optical character recognition is the best way for the correct translation of scanned PDF files.

If you want to make the process easier, you can translate PDFs online with Protranslate as they specialize in online translations of PDFs, including scanned files.
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